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Outline

✴Strong CP Problem, QCD Axion, couplings
✴How to make axions in the expanding universe
✴Astrophysical Limits
✴Lab limits
✴Cosmological limits [+BICEP2!]



The strong CP problem
Strong interaction violates CP through    -vacuum 

Limits on the neutron electric dipole moment are strong. Fine tuning?
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Axions solve the strong CP problem
! Strong interaction violates CP through    -vacuum 
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! Limits on the neutron electric dipole moment are strong. Fine tuning?
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! New field (axion) and U(1) symmetry dynamically drive net CP-violating term to 
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! Through coupling to pions, axions pick up a mass
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Axion mass
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Two-photon coupling of axion

Axions interact weakly with SM particles

Axions have a two-photon

is model-dependent and may vanish
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2 axion populations: Cold axions

! Before PQ symmetry breaking,     is generically displaced from vacuum value

! EOM:

! After                               , coherent  oscillations begin, leading to

! Relic abundance

! Particles are cold

�̈ + 3H� + m2
a (T ) � = 0 ma (T ) � 0.1ma (T = 0) (�QCD/T )3.7

ma (T ) � 3H (T ) na � a�3

�

�ah
2 ⇥ 0.13� g (�0)

�
ma/10�5eV

⇥�1.18✴   Axions are cold



Dark matter axion abundance
✴ QCD axion couples to quarks/pions, temp-dependent mass

✴ High-temp regime

✴ Low-temp regime 



  Anthropic axion window:
✴ Axion field is relatively homogeneous

✴ Abundance 
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✴ Axion field is relatively homogeneous

✴ Abundance 

Misalignment in our Hubble Patch



  Anthropic axion window:
✴ Axion field is relatively homogeneous

✴ Abundance 

Vacuum fluctuations from 
inflation

Georg Raffelt, MPI Physics, Munich Vistas in Axion Physics, INT, Seattle, 23–26 April 2012

Creation of Adiabatic vs. Isocurvature Perturbations

Inflaton field Axion field

Slow roll

Reheating

De Sitter expansion imprints
scale invariant fluctuations

Inflaton decay  ! matter & radiation
Both fluctuate the same:
Adiabatic fluctuations

Inflaton decay  ! radiation
Axion field oscillates late  ! matter
Matter fluctuates relative to radiation:
Entropy fluctuations

De Sitter expansion imprints
scale invariant fluctuations

From Raffelt 2012



  Anthropic axion window:
✴ Axion field is relatively homogeneous

✴ Abundance 

✴     can be tuned to get DM abundance for many axion masses

✴ Abundance 



 Classic axion window:  
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✴ Axion field is very inhomogeneous

✴ Defects [domain walls, strings, etc..]

✴ Abundance Georg Raffelt, MPI Physics, Munich Vistas in Axion Physics, INT, Seattle, 23–26 April 2012

Axion Production by Domain Wall and String Decay
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✴ Axion field is very inhomogeneous

✴ Defects [domain walls, strings, etc..]

✴ Abundance Georg Raffelt, MPI Physics, Munich Vistas in Axion Physics, INT, Seattle, 23–26 April 2012

Axion Production by Domain Wall and String Decay

CONTROVERSY!
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Hot axion production at early times

! Axions produced through interactions between non-relativistic pions 

in chemical equilibrium with rate 

hcuhuihuidhiusahdiuashdiuhaiudhasiudhiuhasdiuhasiudhasiudhiua
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Axion Production:
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Axion hot dark matter
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✴ Axion free-streaming length
New constraints

!                                                  

calculated to trace out 

allowed region

Excluded by �ah2 � 0.13

Excluded by LSS/CMB

�fs (Trh,ma) & �ah
2 (Trh,ma)

Standard constraints 

recovered if Trh � 170 MeV

                          , no LSS 

constraint to `hot axions’

If ma � 23 eV

, LSS constraints completely relaxed



Axion helioscopes [CAST, Tokyo Axion Helioscope, IAXO]
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Yes we can look for the “invisible axion”



✴ Power✴ Magnetized RF Cavity

Axion helioscopes [CAST, Tokyo Axion Helioscope, IAXO]
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Cavity searches [e.g. ADMX]

  

● Detect CDM axions clustering in the Galactic halo.

● Nonrelativistic axions conversion to photons:

        → Immerse microwave cavity (tuned to match      
             axion mass) in a magnetic field.

– Power transferred:

  

Axion haloscopes... Sikivie 1983

Power=ga γ
2 V B

2ρaQ

ma
∼10

−21
Watts

f a∼10
12

GeV →ma∼O (1)μ eV

ω∼O (1)GHz Microwave 
frequency

Volume Quality factor

Axion energy density
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✴ Axion excites cavity 
(TEM) modes [cavity 
must be tuned]

Images from Wong 2012

Brief)history)and)status)of)ADMX)

•  Covered)octave))1.9)1)3.6)µeV)
–  KSVZ)sensilvity,)mid1model)band)

•  TSYS)=)TP)+)TN)=)1.3)+)1.5))~))3K)
–  Pumped)SHe)

–  HEMT,)and)now)DC)SQUID)amps)

•  Search)for)virial)&)late1infall)axions)
–  Medium1res)&)High1res)analyses)

•  No)axion)yet)…)

ADMX)will)soon)achieve)DFSZ)sensilvity)in))1110)µeV))range.)))
ADMX1HF)launched)2011)for)first)look)in))101100)µeV))range.)



Cavity limits and context

Patras2013, 24-28 June 2013, Mainz Biljana Lakić 15 

Conclusions 
 CAST provides the best experimental 

limit on axion-photon coupling 
constant over a broad range of  axion 
masses. 

 After completing the original 
program, CAST is looking to improve 
the vacuuum results, and study other 
exotica.  

 CAST Collaboration has gained a lot 
of experience in axion helioscope 
searches.                                        

 Future helioscope experiments 
(IAXO) and Microwave cavity 
searches (ADMX) could cover a big 
part of  QCD axion model region in 
the next decade.      
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Conclusions 
 CAST provides the best experimental 

limit on axion-photon coupling 
constant over a broad range of  axion 
masses. 

 After completing the original 
program, CAST is looking to improve 
the vacuuum results, and study other 
exotica.  

 CAST Collaboration has gained a lot 
of experience in axion helioscope 
searches.                                        

 Future helioscope experiments 
(IAXO) and Microwave cavity 
searches (ADMX) could cover a big 
part of  QCD axion model region in 
the next decade.      

Axion from hell!

HDM
excluded



Making axions in stars, I
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✴ Primakoff process

✴ Lifetime of our own sun/Solar luminosity/helioseismology 
impose constraint

Patras Workshop, Mykonos, 
June 2011

Igor G. Irastorza / Universidad de 
Zaragoza

3

AXION motivation 

� Strong CP problem: why strong interactions seem 
not to violate CP?
– CP violating term in QCD is not forbidden. But neutron 

electric dipole moment not observed.

� Natural answer if Peccei-Quinn mechanism exist.
– New U(1) global symmetry Æ spontaneously broken.

PRIMAKOFF 
EFFECT

� As a result, new pseudoscalar, neutral and 
very light particle is predicted, the axion.

� It couples to the photon in every model.

Georg Raffelt, MPI Physics, Munich Vistas in Axion Physics, INT, Seattle, 23–26 April 2012

Solar Axions

Sun

Globular Cluster Supernova 1987A Dark Matter



✴ Backwards Primakoff process (Sikivie, Zioutas, and many others)

✴

Axion helioscopes

17
Patras Workshop, Mykonos, 
June 2011

Igor G. Irastorza / Universidad de 
Zaragoza

6Igor G. Irastorza / Universidad de 
Zaragoza

AXION PHOTON CONVERSION

COHERENCE   1

� Axion helioscope concept [Sikivie 1983]

Axion Helioscope principle
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✴ Broad axion energy spectrum

✴ Resonance condition

Axion helioscopes [CAST, Tokyo Axion Helioscope, IAXO]
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Patras2013, 24-28 June 2013, Mainz Biljana Lakić 5 

CAST: Physics 
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 conversion probability in gas (in vacuum: = 0, m=0): 

L=magnet length, =absorption coeff. 

(K)
(mbar)

020(eV
T

P .)mγ 

axion-photon momentum transfer  

effective photon mass (T=1.8 K) 

ga=10-10 GeV-1 

 coherence condition for a →   conversion 

In case of vacuum, coherence is lost for ma > 0.02 eV. 
It can be restored with the presence of a buffer gas, 
but only for a narrow mass range. 

Georg Raffelt, MPI Physics, Munich Vistas in Axion Physics, INT, Seattle, 23–26 April 2012

Search for Solar Axions

! a

Sun

Primakoff 
production

Axion Helioscope
(Sikivie 1983)

!
Magnet S

N
a

Axion-Photon-Oscillation

¾ Tokyo Axion Helioscope (“Sumico”)
(Results since 1998, up again 2008)

¾ CERN Axion Solar Telescope (CAST)
(Data since 2003)

Axion  flux

Alternative technique: 
Bragg conversion in crystal
Experimental limits on solar axion flux
from dark-matter experiments
(SOLAX, COSME, DAMA, CDMS ...)

Axion helioscopes



CAST/IAXO
✴ CAST

Patras2013, 24-28 June 2013, Mainz Biljana Lakić 8 

CAST: Setup  LHC test magnet (B=9 T, L=9.26 m) 

 Rotating platform (hor. ±40, ver. ±8) 

 X-ray detectors 

 X-ray Focusing Device 

Sunset 
Detectors Sunrise 

Detectors 

LHC test magnet 

Exposure time: 
2×1.5h per day  
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Limits and horizon

Patras2013, 24-28 June 2013, Mainz Biljana Lakić 15 

Conclusions 
 CAST provides the best experimental 

limit on axion-photon coupling 
constant over a broad range of  axion 
masses. 

 After completing the original 
program, CAST is looking to improve 
the vacuuum results, and study other 
exotica.  

 CAST Collaboration has gained a lot 
of experience in axion helioscope 
searches.                                        

 Future helioscope experiments 
(IAXO) and Microwave cavity 
searches (ADMX) could cover a big 
part of  QCD axion model region in 
the next decade.      



Making axions in stars, II

From Raffelt 2012

Georg Raffelt, MPI Physics, Munich Vistas in Axion Physics, INT, Seattle, 23–26 April 2012

Color-Magnitude Diagram for Globular Clusters

Color-magnitude diagram synthesized from several low-metallicity globular
clusters and compared with theoretical isochrones (W.Harris, 2000)
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Making axions in stars, II

Georg Raffelt, MPI Physics, Munich Vistas in Axion Physics, INT, Seattle, 23–26 April 2012

Color-Magnitude Diagram for Globular Clusters

Color-magnitude diagram synthesized from several low-metallicity globular
clusters and compared with theoretical isochrones (W.Harris, 2000)

Hot, blue cold, red

H

Main-Sequence

H
He

C O

Asymptotic Giant

H

He

Red Giant

H
He

Horizontal Branch

C O
White
Dwarfs

Particle emission reduces
helium burning lifetime,
i.e. number of  HB stars

• Particle emission delays
helium ignition,

• Tip of RGB brighter

From Raffelt 2012



Making axions in (exploding) stars, III

Georg Raffelt, MPI Physics, Munich Vistas in Axion Physics, INT, Seattle, 23–26 April 2012

Supernova 1987A Energy-Loss Argument

SN 1987A neutrino signal

Late-time signal most sensitive observable

Emission of very weakly interacting
particles would  “steal” energy from the
neutrino burst and shorten it.
(Early neutrino burst powered by accretion,
not sensitive to volume energy loss.)

Neutrino
diffusion

Neutrino
sphere

Volume emission
of new particles

Georg Raffelt, MPI Physics, Munich Vistas in Axion Physics, INT, Seattle, 23–26 April 2012

Axion Emission from a Nuclear Medium

N

N

N

N
V

Nucleon-Nucleon
Bremsstrahlung

+ ...
a

Early calculations using one-pion exchange potential without many body effects or
multiple-scattering effects over-estimated emission rate, see e.g.
• Janka, Keil, Raffelt & Seckel, PRL 76:2621,1996.
• Hanhart, Phillips & Reddy, PLB 499:9, 2001.
• Bacca, Hally, Liebendörfer, Perego, Pethick & Schwenk, arXiv:1112.5185 (2011).
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Making axions in (exploding) stars, III

Georg Raffelt, MPI Physics, Munich Vistas in Axion Physics, INT, Seattle, 23–26 April 2012

Axion Bounds and Searches

Direct
searches

Too much CDM
(misalignment)

Tele
scopeExperiments

Globular clusters
(a-!-coupling)

SN 1987A
Too many events

Too much
energy loss

Too much
hot dark matter

CAST ADMX
(Seattle & Yale)

103 106 109 1012

[GeV]  fa

eVkeV meV µeVma
neV

1015

Globular clusters (helium ignition)
(a-e coupling)

Too much cold dark matter
(misalignment with "i = 1)
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Axion Bounds and Searches

Direct
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Too much CDM
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SN 1987A
Too many events
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Too much
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CAST ADMX
(Seattle & Yale)

103 106 109 1012

[GeV]  fa
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neV

1015

Globular clusters (helium ignition)
(a-e coupling)

White dwarf
cooling?

Too much cold dark matter
(misalignment with "i = 1)



Making axions in degenerate stars, IV

✴ WDs are remnants of 
✴ Axio-electric coupling provides additional cooling channel

Andreas Ringwald  |  Vistas in  Axion Physics | 23-26  April  2012 |  Page 13 

ASTROPHYSICS 

> Standard model does not fit to white dwarf luminosity function 

> Extra energy loss compatible with axion or ALP bremsstrahlung  

                                                                                                                                 Isern et al. `08 
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al. (1988) fit the axion emission rate resulting from Bremsstrahlung in dense interiors with

εa 1 08 1023 ergs g 1 α
Z2

A
T47 F T ρ (5.1)

where α g2ae
4π and gae is given by equation 7. F T ρ is a numerical fit, of order 1 through-

out most of the interior of a typical white dwarf model (see figure 5.2). This is the fit I

included in the White Dwarf Evolution code to determine an upper mass limit for the axion

in section 5.7. I detail the changes made to the code to include axions in appendix A.

Figure 5.1: Feynman diagram of the production of axions through electron-ion
bremsstrahlung (figure 2.a in Raffelt, 1986a)

5.4 Review of work done on the subject

Isern et al. (1992) first used G117-B15A’s Ṗ to obtain a limit on the axion mass. At the time,

the Ṗ measured (12 0 3 5 10 15s s, Kepler et al., 1991b) for that star was uncertain, and

much higher than the one expected from simple Mestel cooling. Using models available at

the time (Wood, 1990; D’Antona & Mazzitelli, 1989) and a simple semi-analytical treat-

ment, Isern et al. found an average axion mass of 8 meV. Individual values, depending upon

85



Laser experiments

Patras Workshop, Mykonos, 
June 2011

Igor G. Irastorza / Universidad de 
Zaragoza

73Seminar UB, Barcelona, 23 April 
2009

Igor G. Irastorza / Universidad de 
Zaragoza 73

“Laboratory” axions
� The existence of the axions (or axion-like 

particles) can manifest in the laboratory:
– “Light shinning through wall” or “photon 

regeneration”

– Other more “subtle” effects Æ polarization 
experiments…

photon
source

BB

axion photon

WALL

photon
detector

Light shining through walls (e.g. GammeV)

Polarization experiments (e.g. PVLAS)

Patras Workshop, Mykonos, 

June 2011

Igor G. Irastorza / Universidad de 

Zaragoza

74Seminar UB, Barcelona, 23 April 

2009

Igor G. Irastorza / Universidad de 

Zaragoza 74

Laser polarization experiments

� Standard effect: vacuum 
magnetic birefringence
– QED predicts that vacuum 

must show a (very small) 

birefringence when a 

magnetic field is applied

– In particle physics language, 

polarized photons interact 

with the B field by means of 

this loop, provoking a phase 

out with respect 

perpendicular polarization 

(=ellipticity)  



Other methods
✴ Spectra of magnetic white dwarves [New]

✴ Extragalactic background light

✴ Pulsating white dwarf seismology [New]

✴ Dimming of gamma-ray blazars [New]

✴ Two-photon decays in galaxy clusters

✴ Light degrees of freedom at BBN [New]

✴ Helioscope in space [New]

✴ Oscillating electric dipole moments of nucleons [NEW]



Limits and horizon

Patras2013, 24-28 June 2013, Mainz Biljana Lakić 15 

Conclusions 
 CAST provides the best experimental 

limit on axion-photon coupling 
constant over a broad range of  axion 
masses. 

 After completing the original 
program, CAST is looking to improve 
the vacuuum results, and study other 
exotica.  

 CAST Collaboration has gained a lot 
of experience in axion helioscope 
searches.                                        

 Future helioscope experiments 
(IAXO) and Microwave cavity 
searches (ADMX) could cover a big 
part of  QCD axion model region in 
the next decade.      



✴If PQ symmetry broken during/before inflation

Axions carry isocurvature

28
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Quantum zero-point fluctuations!

⇣ / ⇢a
⇢
tot

�⇢a
⇢a

⌧ 10�5
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✴ Planck TT constraints

SACHS WOLFE-EFFECT & POWER SPECTRA
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Adiabatic



LAST AXIONIC STAND BEFORE BICEP2
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FIG. 1: Region of axion parameter space where the axion is 100% of the cold dark matter. The

axion mass scale on the right corresponds to Eq. (2) with U(1)PQ color anomaly N = 1. When

the PQ symmetry breaks after inflation (fa < HI/2!), the axion is the CDM particle if fa =

(7.27 ± 0.25) ! 1010 GeV, or ma = (85 ± 3) µeV, which is the narrow horizontal window shown

on the right (we plot a 3" window to make it visible). If the axion is present during inflation

(fa > HI/2!), axion isocurvature perturbations constrain the parameter space to the region on

the top left, which is marked by the values of #i necessary to obtain 100% of the CDM density.

Other bounds indicated in the figure come from astrophysical observations of white dwarfs cooling

times and the non-observation of tensor modes in the Cosmic Microwave Background fluctuations.

Dashed lines and arrows indicate the future reach of the PLANCK satellite and the ADMX and

CARRACK microwave cavity searches.

energy scale of [30]

fa > 4 ! 108GeV. (42)

Assuming N = 1 in Eq. (2), this corresponds to ma < 15 meV.

The line

fa = TGH = HI/2! (43)

(Gondolo 2009): 
ADMX axions still viable if low-scale inflation
or in classical window



BICEP2 [inflationary energy scale detected?]

✴ Hard to accomodate QCD axion DM w/o defects! [Marsh
+yours truly+others 2014, Gondolo et al. 2014] 31

3

where the entropy density with g⇤S(T ) degrees of freedom
at temperature T is

s(T ) =
2⇡2

45
g⇤S(T )T

3. (20)

The present cosmic axion mass density ⇢a = ma n0 from
vacuum misalignment follows as, taking g⇤ as in [21],

⌦mis
a h2 =

(
0.236 h✓2i f(✓i)i(fa,12)7/6, fa <⇠ f̂a,

0.0051 h✓2i f(✓i)i(fa,12)3/2, fa >⇠ f̂a.
(21)

where f̂a = 0.991⇥ 1017GeV and fa,12 = fa/1012 GeV.
The angle average h✓2i f(✓i)i assumes di↵erent values

in Scenario A and Scenario B. In Scenario B, the initial
misalignment field ✓i is uniform over the entire Hubble
volume, but there are axion quantum fluctuations of vari-
ance �2

✓ arising from inflation, so

h✓2i f(✓i)i =
�
✓2i + �2

✓

�
f(✓i). (22)

Since at this stage the axion is practically massless, its
quantum fluctuations have the same variance as the in-
flaton fluctuations [31],

�2
✓ =

✓
HI

2⇡fa

◆2

. (23)

Hence in Scenario B, since there is no contribution to the
cosmic axion density from decays of axionic topological
defects, the total axion energy density is given by

⌦ah
2 =

8
><

>:

0.236
⇥
✓2i +

⇣
HI
2⇡fa

⌘2 ⇤
f(✓i)(fa,12)7/6, fa <⇠ f̂a,

0.0051
⇥
✓2i +

⇣
HI
2⇡fa

⌘2 ⇤
f(✓i)(fa,12)3/2, fa >⇠ f̂a.

(24)
In Scenario A, the variance of the axion field is zero

because there are no axion quantum fluctuations from
inflation, but ✓i is not uniform over a Hubble volume, so
✓2i is averaged over its possible values as [21]

h✓2i f(✓i)i =
1

2⇡

Z ⇡

�⇡

✓2i f(✓i) d✓i = 2.67
⇡2

3
. (25)

Hence, from Eq. (21), since fa < f̂a in Scenario A,

⌦mis
a h2 = 2.07 (fa,12)

7/6 (Scenario A). (26)

Extra contributions ⌦dec
a from decays of axionic topo-

logical defects are present in Scenario A. Their calcu-
lation requires di�cult numerical simulations of parti-
cle production from axionic strings and walls evolving in
the expanding universe. Results have been discrepant
and controversial for decades. They can be expressed
as ratios ↵dec = ⌦dec

a /⌦mis
a of topological-defect decay

densities to vacuum realignment densities. For example,
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FIG. 1. CDM axion parameter space. Yellow regions: ex-
cluded. Green band: BICEP2 measurement of r. Colored
horizontal bands: ⌦a = ⌦c for some models of axion produc-
tion by decays of axionic topological defects. The BICEP2
measurement excludes Scenario B (fa > HI/2⇡). The inter-
section of the colored bands shows the preferred CDM axion
masses.

Refs. [32, 33], Refs. [36], and Refs. [34, 35] find string-
to-misalignment ratios of ⇠ 0.16, ⇠ 6.9± 3.5, ⇠ 186, re-
spectively, while Ref. [36] argues for a combined wall-and-
string-to-misalignment ratio ↵dec ⇠ 19± 10 (see [22, 36]
for further references). Including the contributions from
decays of axionic topological defects,

⌦ah
2 = (↵dec + 1) 2.07 (fa,12)

7/6 (Scenario A). (27)

CONSTRAINTS

Figure 1 shows a summary of the constraints on the
CDM axion parameter space HI–fa, showing a complete
range for fa up to the Planck scale. Shaded in yellow
are all regions excluded before the BICEP measurement
(with the omission of the WMAP upper limit on r). Ax-
ions could have been 100% of CDM in the white region
on the left (Scenario B) and in one of the narrow colored
horizontal bands on the bottom right, which represent
the ⌦a = ⌦c condition for the four examples of axionic
string-wall decays mentioned above (Scenario A). The
BICEP2 reported measurement of r is indicated by the
green vertical band. Clearly the BICEP2 measurement
excludes Scenario B.
The main constraint on Scenario B comes from non-

adiabatic fluctuations in the axion field, which are con-
strained by WMAP measurements. The power spectrum
of axion perturbations �2

a(k) = h|�⇢a/⇢a|2i is given by

�2
a(k) =

H2
I

⇡2✓2i f
2
a

. (28)
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Figure 2: Axion and ALP coupling to photons vs. its mass (adapted from Refs. [2, 3,
26, 27]). Colored regions are: generic prediction for the QCD axion, exploiting Eqs. (7)
and (9), which relate its mass with its coupling to photons (yellow), experimentally ex-
cluded regions (dark green), constraints from astronomical observations (gray) or from
astrophysical or cosmological arguments (blue), and sensitivity of planned experiments
(light green). Shown in red are boundaries where axions and ALPs can account for all the
cold dark matter produced either thermally or non-thermally by the vacuum-realignment
mechanism.

2.3. Hotspots in axion and other WISPs parameter space from theory

The masses and couplings of axions and other WISPs to light standard
model particles appearing in the low energy e!ective Lagrangians (6), (10),
and (11) can only be predicted in terms of more fundamental parameters if
an ultraviolet completion of the low energy theory is specified. The most
satisfactory ultraviolet completions are arguably the ones which are moti-
vated by other issues in particles physics, such as for example the unification
of fundamental forces, with string theory being perhaps the most ambitious
project.
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✴Perturbations obey

✴Structure suppressed when 

✴Scales are very small for QCD axion

A new scale for perturbed scalars

33

��̈+ 2H��̇+
�
k2 +m2a2

�
�� = ��̇0ḣ/2

k � kJ ⇠
p
mH

What about lighter axions?



✴String theory has extra dimensions: compactify (6)!

✴Form fields and gauge fields: `Axion’ is KK zero-

mode of form field

Light axions and string theory

34

L / aGG̃

fa



✴Calabi-Yau manifolds

Axiverse! (Arvanitaki et al. 2009)

35

Many axionsMany 2-cycles

✴Mass from non-perturbative physics 
(instantons, D-branes)

Hundreds!

m2
a =

µ4

f2
a

e�S fa / Mpl

S

Many decades in mass covered!



✴Birefringence (Faraday rotation), model dependent:

✴Decrement in matter power spectrum for

Axiverse! (Phenomena)

36

like hidden sectors with low confinement scales. This both opens up interesting phenomenology
associated to the presence of this “dark world” and raises the question of how it managed to escape
being observed so far. We will touch on some of the issues involved in the concluding Section 3.
For now we focus upon the observational signatures of the light axions that we have argued are
generic to string theory once the strong CP problem is solved.

2 Cohomologies from Cosmology

CMB 
Polarization

10-33 4 ! 10-28

Axion Mass in eV

108

Inflated 
Away

Decays

3 ! 10-10

QCD axion
2 ! 10-20

3 ! 10-18

Anthropically Constrained
Matter

Power Spectrum
Black Hole Super-radiance

Figure 1: Map of the Axiverse: The signatures of axions as a function of their mass, assuming
f

a

⇡ M
GUT

and H
inf

⇠ 108 eV. We also show the regions for which the axion initial angles are
anthropically constrained not to over-close the Universe, and axions diluted away by inflation.
For the same value of f

a

we give the QCD axion mass. The beginning of the anthropic mass
region (2 ⇥ 10�20 eV) as well as that of the region probed by density perturbations (4 ⇥ 10�28

eV) are blurred as they depend on the details of the axion cosmological evolution (see Section
2.3). 3 ⇥ 10�18 eV is the ultimate reach of density perturbation measurements with 21 cm line
observations. The lower reach from black hole super-radiance is also blurred as it depends on
the details of the axion instability evolution (see Section 2.5). The region marked as “Decays”,
outlines very roughly the mass range within which we expect bounds or signatures from axions
decaying to photons, if they couple to ~E · ~B. We will discuss axion decays in detail in a companion
paper.

2.1 Discovering the String Axiverse

We now turn to the observational consequences of axions lighter than or around the QCD axion
mass. For simplicity, we keep f

a

fixed at M
GUT

and H
infl

⇠ 0.1 GeV. The initial displacement of
axions heavier than ⇠ 10�20 eV has to be tuned in order for them not to overclose the universe and
axions heavier than 0.1 GeV have been diluted away by inflation. The observational consequences
of the string axiverse are outlined in Figure 1.

We concentrate on three main windows to the axiverse. First, as discussed in Section 2.2
axions of masses between 10�33 eV and 4⇥ 10�28 eV, if they couple to ~E · ~B, cause a rotation in

8

L / a ~E · ~B
fa

m=H0

k � kJ ⇠
p
mH



c2a =
�P

�⇢
=

k2/(4m2a2)

1 + k2/(4m2a2

✴Computing observables is expensive for              :

✴Coherent oscillation time scale

✴Ansatz

Effective fluid approximation

37

�� = Ac�c(k, ⌘) cos (m⌘) +As�(k, ⌘) sin (m⌘)

m � H0

�⌘ ⇠ (ma)�1 ⌧ �⌘CAMB



CMB anisotropy power spectra

38

Power spectra may now be quickly computed for 15 
orders of magnitude in axion mass!
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FIG. 3: CMB axion isocurvature power spectrum, with adi-
abatic ⇤CDM for scale (black dashed). We demonstrate the
normalisation di↵erence between ↵CDM (grey dot-dash) and
↵a (solid), with ⌦a/⌦d = 0.01 implying a normalisation dif-
ference of (0.01)2 = 10�4. We also show small-scale power
suppression by the lightest axions. The axion masses are
ma = 10�32, 10�29, 10�28, 10�20eV.

versa, thus providing a non-trivial cross-check on the in-
flationary origin of these modes, and thus on HI . Given
that there are sources of observable tensor modes possible
even with low-scale inflation [25] these regions provide a
novel and truly unambiguous way to measure the energy
scale of inflation using the concordance of {↵, r, ⌦a}. Fur-
thermore, an accompanying isocurvature signal would be
strong supporting evidence necessary to infer the axionic
origin of any detected suppression of small scale power.
We will present constraints in a forthcoming paper [23].
Stepping beyond the axiverse paradigm, an isocurvature
detection would be evidence that the additional degree of
freedom responsible for structure suppression is already
present and massless during inflation.

So far we have assumed that constraints to ↵
CDM

will
map over to constraints to ↵a. For adiabatic fluctuations,
the e↵ect of subdominant axions on the CMB observ-
ables is very small. For isocurvature fluctuations, how-
ever, the radically di↵erent super-horizon solutions [23]
of axion isocurvature lead to sharply di↵erent behavior
from the more familiar pure CDM isocurvature. This
mode, as well as the more general suppression of small-
scale structure in ULA models, is carefully implemented
using a modified version of camb [26] and is described in
Ref. [23]. In this case, all other species fall into the grav-
itational potential wells set up by axions, and so axions
drive the behavior of the observables, leading to far more
dramatic e↵ects. We show example spectra in Fig. 3.

Fig. 3 demonstrates that in the isocurvature mode,
CMB power is suppressed on small scales (large `), with

the scale of power suppression becoming larger as the
axion mass decreases, just as in P (k) (c.f. Fig. 1). As
the axion mass increases the axion isocurvature spectra
asymptote to CDM-like behaviour.

The suppression of power will be important for ULAs
in altering the isocurvature constraints. Since the isocur-
vature power spectrum falls o↵ rapidly at large `, most
constraining power on isocurvature comes from the ad-
dition of power along the low-` plateau before the first
peak at ` ⇠ 200. When the isocurvature power is sup-
pressed along this plateau the isocurvature spectrum re-
mains significant only at lower and lower `. Therefore
we should expect that not only will allowed values of
↵a be di↵erent from ↵

CDM

due to normalisation, but
also due to the power suppressing properties of ULAs.
The e↵ect of this is estimated from the reduced num-
ber of modes available to measure isocurvature fraction
and is shown in Fig. 2. Isocurvature becomes harder to
measure and further constrains the observable region for
{↵, r} at the lowest masses, ma . 10�28 eV. The low-
est mass region is harder to access observationally using
LSS measurements since the structure suppressing prop-
erties of the axions only occur on very large scales [15].
In addition, producing an observable relic density with
ma . 10�28 eV would require additional physics: for ex-
ample a large number of axions with nearly degenerate
masses.
Conclusions– In this letter we have demonstrated that

in the case of ultra-light axions one is able to unambigu-
ously infer the energy scale of inflation from their isocur-
vature fraction by using large scale structure constraints
to bound the relic density. In addition, there are regions
of parameter space allowed by current constraints where
both the isocurvature fraction and the tensor-to-scalar
ratio are within observable reach of near future CMB ex-
periments. This predicted concordance of three observ-
ables is a potentially powerful probe of the energy scale
of inflation. In the context of the axiverse, the inferred
value of HI from observed tensor modes would predict
observable axion isocurvature across more than four or-
ders of magnitude in axion mass. We present constraints
to this model in a forthcoming paper [23].

Acknowledgments

DJEM acknowledges the hospitality of the Department
of Astronomy at Princeton University, the Institute for
Advanced Study, and the BIPAC, Oxford. DJEM thanks
Luca Amendola for providing the results of his previous
work, and Cli↵ Burgess for useful discussions. RH thanks
the Perimeter Institute for hospitality. We thank Katie
Mack for a careful reading of the manuscript. DG was
supported at the Institute for Advanced Study by the
National Science Foundation (AST-0807044) and NASA
(NNX11AF29G). PGF was supported by STFC, BIPAC
and the Oxford Martin School. Research at Perime-
ter Institute is supported by the Government of Canada
through Industry Canada and by the Province of Ontario
through the Ministry of Research and Innovation.



Getting under the hood: The need for numerical care

39



Getting under the hood: The need for numerical care

39



Getting under the hood: The need for correct (super-horizon) initial conditions

40



Getting under the hood: The need for correct (super-horizon) initial conditions

40
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Getting under the hood: The need for correct (super-horizon) initial conditions
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ḣ / ⌘


3�R
a2

+ 3a2A�a

�
Synchronous gauge 00-Einstein

Perrotta and Baccigalupi, astro-ph/9811156 �̇� ' � ḣ
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NOT KOSHER!
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= (A0 +A1x+ . . . Anx

n) ~U~k

Solve Eigensystem and expand systematically

Bucher, Moodley, and Turok, PRD62, 083508, sol’ns can be obtained using this 
technique, outlined in Doran et al. , astro-ph/0304212



Matter power spectrum
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FIG. 1 (color online). Adiabatic matter power spectra, with
varying axion mass ma ! 10"28, 10"26, 10"25, 10"23 eV at
fixed density fraction !a=!d ! 0:5 (dashed) and varying
!a=!d ! 0:1, 0.5, 1 at fixed ma ! 10"25 eV (solid). Spectra
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FIG. 1 (color online). Adiabatic matter power spectra, with
varying axion mass ma ! 10"28, 10"26, 10"25, 10"23 eV at
fixed density fraction !a=!d ! 0:5 (dashed) and varying
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fixed density fraction !a=!d ! 0:5 (dashed) and varying
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We may now probe ultra-light axions and the axiverse 
with an MCMC covering 15 orders of magnitude in 

axion mass



✴Tensor mode amplitude set by inflationary energy scale

The axiverse and the scale of inflation
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✴Tensor mode amplitude set by inflationary energy scale

The axiverse and the scale of inflation
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The axiverse and the scale of inflation
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Komatsu al.  2008/2011 find 
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The axiverse and the scale of inflation
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Komatsu al.  2008/2011 find 

↵
ax

. 0.1

r = 0.3

✓
⌦d/⌦a

100
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10�33eV

ma
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Stay tuned for MCMC constraints to the axiverse!



✴Compare with (in usual scenario)

The axiverse and the scale of inflation
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Komatsu al.  2008/2011 
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Old power spectrum constraints from Amendola and Barbieri, arXiv:hep-ph/0509257

Preliminary adiabatic results
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Convergence and climbing contours required MCMC with 
nested sampling instead of Metropolis-Hastings!



Old power spectrum constraints from Amendola and Barbieri, arXiv:hep-ph/0509257
1) Grid search
2) No isocurvature
3) No marginalization over foregrounds
4) No lensing, no polarization
5) No real Boltzmann code [step in power spectrum, or unclustered DE at low m]

Amendola and Barbieri
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